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DEPARTMENT HAPPENINGS
Annual MFA, BFA & BA Thesis Exhibition

The Department of Art, Art History & Design celebrated the annual MFA Thesis Exhibition in the Snite
Museum on April 10, 2021. The BFA and BA Honors Student Exhibition opened in the AAHD Gallery at
Riley Hall on April 23, 2021. The exhibits showcase the creative work and thesis projects of nineteen
graduating BA, BFA, and MFA degree students in studio art and design. The thesis project represents a
year-long investigation and demonstrates our students’ ability to express complex concepts and themes by
employing strategies and processes that are particular to their disciplines in design and studio art.
The student exhibitions can also be found online. Please visit the galleries and explore the exceptional
creative and scholarly work produced by our seniors and graduate students in studio art and design:

nd-art-design.com

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
Student Award Winners
Yuliya Federovich, graduating MFA student in Design received the Beardsley Award from Joe Becherer,
Director of the Snite Museum. Federovich won the Beardsley Award, a best-in-show prize for her thesis
project, The Holodomor: Expressing the Inexpressible. Fedorovych’s short film presents the story of
Eugenia Sakevych Dallas, a Holodomor survivor who later became a successful model in Europe and the
U.S. The visual language of the film is based on the deconstruction of historical and personal photographs
together with hand-drawn elements to visually reconstruct Eugenia’s story.

The Department presented the Emil Jacques Gold and Silver Medals for Excellence to two undergraduate
senior BFA students. These awards are the oldest and most prestigious award given by our department. It
is given in memory of one of our earliest faculty members, Professor Emil Jacques who was a painter and
chair of the Department from 1929 to 1937. The gold and silver medals are awarded by the faculty to the
two most outstanding undergraduate senior BFA students. Criteria includes academic excellence, studio
achievement, leadership and citizenship in the department.
Isabella Di Bono (studio art) was the recipient of the Gold Medal. Di Bono’s abstract paintings materialize
the ﬂowing complex of decisions she takes in the moment of making. Her open-ended process embraces
and celebrates the idea that there is no single, static resolution. Her compositions evoke a sense of
expansion that resists a linear narrative, and rather welcome an exciting interplay of evolving
interpretations.

Allie Champlin (design) received the Silver Medal. Her thesis project, OverHead, is an innovative helmet
for surfers that does not take away from the thrill or cool factor. The design delivers effective head
protection through a strategic design inspired by extensive research on the nature of surf injuries as well as
the prevailing barriers to the cultural adoption of surf helmets.
Please see our website for a complete list of the 2021 award winners.

Art history student awarded for her writing
Art history student Kendra Lyimo’s essay, At Christ’s
Feet: A New Definition of Sanctity, was selected as
the Second Place winner in the McPartlin Award
Essay Competition. This award comes with a $250
cash prize and a certificate commemorating her
achievement. Her essay will also be published in the
2021 edition of Fresh Writing, an online publication
used as a writing textbook in the University Writing
Program. Lyimo also won third place in the Snite
Museum of Art Essay Contest for her essay titled,
Window to the Soul. The essay was a visual analysis
assignment for her Writing and Rhetoric class that
talked about the temporary installation, Chair of the
Ministers of Defense by Kevin Beasley. Lyimo was
especially drawn to how Beasley uses the window in
the center of the piece from its color, allusion to other
artworks, and its symbolic meaning.

MFA students win awards from Kaneb Center for Teaching & Learning

Jennifer Kaplan

Anna Thorne

Jennifer Kaplan and Anna Thorne, both third-year MFA students, have each received an Outstanding
Graduate Student Teaching Award for 2021. The Outstanding Graduate Student TA or Instructor Award,
instituted in 1999, recognizes graduate student instructors and TAs who demonstrate excellence in the
classroom or laboratory.

AAHD students participate in McCloskey New Venture Competition

Olivia Anderson

Peter Dore

The 21st McCloskey New Venture Competition awarded more than $250,000 in cash and in-kind prizes on
April 30, 2021, during a live stream ceremony that culminated the event.
154 teams submitted ideas in the initial first round. Teams were evaluated by nearly 300 judges and guided
by individual mentors. The 30 semi-finalists will submit a virtual pitch to a panel of judges and attend a
virtual Q&A session. Teams chosen to continue to the Finals will compete virtually on April 30, pitching to a
panel of carefully selected judges.
Several AAHD students partook in the event and were awarded the following:
BFA Design student Olivia Anderson and team won the McCloskey Grand Prize $50,000 cash
award for Juke.
MFA Industrial Design student Peter Dore and team awarded $25,000 cash for demonstrating the
greatest social impact and $50,000 in in-kind services for Intrvene.
BA Design student Corbyn Carlson and team won the $10,000 cash award for best undergraduate
venture for FriendOver.
MA Industrial Design student Milagros Ramirez and team won $10,000 for best graduate venture
for Sleep Easy.
The McCloskey New Venture Competition serves as a real-world opportunity to test the validity of ideas
and innovations and develop skills directly transferable to the commercial market. The Competition
encourages entrepreneurs from the University and the surrounding area to refine their business plans,
receive mentorship, and compete for prizes that include resources and funding. Participants gain
invaluable feedback from a panel of judges that includes angel investors, venture capitalist, entrepreneurs,
and other industry experts, providing the solid foundation needed to launch their ventures.

FACULTY NEWS
Prof. Emerita Kathleen Pyne publishes book on 20th-century photographer Anne Brigman
In June 2020, Yale University Press published Prof. Kathleen
Pyne's latest book, Anne Brigman: The Photographer of
Enchantment--the first major monograph on the life and
groundbreaking art of this important early 20th-century
photographer, which offers a meditation on the deep connections
between landscape, place myth, memory, and art.

Master, Pupil, Follower: 16th-to-18th Century Italian Works on Paper catalog awarded
Honorable Mention
The exhibition Master, Pupil, Follower: 16th-to-18th Century
Italian Works on Paper at the Georgia Museum of Art (Dec.

21, 2019 to Mar. 8, 2020), was organized by Robert Randolf
Coleman, Professor Emeritus of Art History, University of
Notre Dame, and MAHS board member; Nelda Damiano,
Pierre Daura Curator of European Art, Georgia Museum of
Art; and Benedetta Spadaccini, Assistant Keeper of Prints and
Drawings, Biblioteca Ambrosiana, Milan. Coleman provided
the introductory essay to the catalog, and entries were written
by Coleman, Damiano, and Spadaccini with a contribution by
independent curator Sonia Couturier. The catalog was a
finalist for a 2020 INDIES Book of the Year Award from
Forward Reviews, and received an Honorable Mention in the
art category from the Eric Hoffer Book Award 2021.

Evan Hume to publish first monograph this fall
Evan Hume, Teaching Scholar and Facilities Coordinator in photography, will publish his first monograph,

Viewing Distance, by renowned non-profit publisher Daylight Books in fall of this year. The book is a
culmination of many years of research and will feature over 50 images as well as an essay by art historian
Lily Brewer.
Viewing Distance compiles declassified material from US government archives to examine photography as
a tool of the military-industrial complex for reconnaissance, surveillance, and documentation of advanced
technologies. The book montages layers of time and historical fragments that sit between informational
and enigmatic. While we now have unprecedented access to archival materials, so much still remains
secret. What we are allowed to know and see is often incomplete and indeterminate, encouraging
speculation and critical vision.

ALUMNI STORIES
Elizabeth Lang ‘01
Owner and Executive Producer; Liz Lang Creative
Raised in Ohio before landing in South Bend and
receiving a BFA in Photography, Liz Lang and her
career progressed west (for the most part) after her
graduation ceremony. Liz began her career in Chicago,
then she moved to Los Angeles in 2003, to begin a long
career in the media and entertainment industry. In LA,
she first worked for Warner Brothers Television
eventually starting her media company Liz Lang
Creative in 2011.
The flagship arm of her company, Liz Lang Production,

is a boutique, full-service production company
specializing in entertainment & advertising photography
and video content. The mission of Liz Lang Creative is
to offer personal and precise production services that
make her clients ideas, sketches, visions into reality. Liz serves as the executive producer and is still an allaround runner for some of the world’s busiest photographers, directors and media companies. Liz started
working with Netflix when they were still offering DVDs to subscribers and trying to get this little adventure
called streaming off the ground. She produced campaigns for Stranger Things, Marvel titles including

Jessica Jones and Defenders, Mindhunter and The Umbrella Academy. When Amazon Prime added a
video streaming platform, Liz was the first to get the call to build out marketing protocols and strategies for
campaign projects including Man in the High Castle, The Boys, Homecoming and most recently The

Underground Railroad. Liz’s list of clients and collaborators also includes HBO, HBO Max, AppleTV, Starz,
GQ and Esquire. Her company has produced advertising and social campaigns for films and series
including Succession, Borat, Insecure, The Morning Show, Veep and Outlander. Liz and her team, a group
comprised of talented, determined and creative women, have produced coast to coast in the United States
and Canada over the last 10 years. Passports always at the ready, jobs have taken her to New Zealand,
South Africa, Singapore, Fiji and all across Europe.
After 15 months of a pandemic, countless sleepless nights and two young boys growing up as native
Californians, Liz is still living and working at the beach and again traveling the globe for jobs large and
small. Samples of her work, complete client list and specialty offerings can be found at
www.lizlangproduction.com
[Full story here]

Benjamin Sunderlin, MFA ‘15
Bellmaker & Campanologist
ND alums Kate (ND ’13) and Ben Sunderlin (ND ’15) operate
B.A. Sunderlin Bellfoundry in Ruther Glenn, VA. They recently
wrote to the department with an update on their unique and
successful bell-making business. As the only traditional bell
foundry in the United States, they carry on the time-honored
tradition of bell making techniques first developed in Europe.
Sunderlin Bellfoundry recently completed their first significant
carillon project for North Carolina State University in Raleigh,
NC. After a competitive bid process between two other
companies, B. A. Sunderlin Bellfoundry was selected to
manufacture a 55-bell traditional carillon as part of a $7M
restoration project to NC State's Memorial Belltower.
[Excerpt taken from NC State University: Think and Do the Extraordinary

Photography by Jonathan Thorpe.

- The Campaign for NC State article, At Long Last, Bells]

Despite COVID, they have managed to flourish as a small business
gaining other large contracts restoring/making carillons, change
ringing installations, and chimes across the country. Since
establishing here in Virginia, they have worked with several
institutions like Colonial Williamsburg, Historic Jamestowne,
University of Chicago, Duke University, NC State Univ., The National
Bell Festival, and many other municipalities. They are even
manufacturing a carillon for a new $250M public high school in Fall
River, MA. When complete, this will be the first and only traditional
carillon in a public high school in all of North America. They are very
excited about this project so that younger students might get involved
with Campanology.
[Excerpt taken from Chesapeake Bay Magazine article, The Bellfounders]

[Full story here]
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